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For the second consecutive season, the European
EBRA Series will stop due to the Covid virus This
decision was taken unanimously at the EBRA
(European Beach Rugby Association) board
meeting.
Also in the meeting it was decided that Lignano
Sabbiadoro will be the location for the final in
2022 as this was not possible last year and this
year due to the Covid-19 crisis in Europe.
Despite the cancellation of the EBRA Series, the
beach rugby movement will at least see the
individual tournaments, where possible, carry out
the usual activity: the tournaments in Porto,
Barcelona, Lake Balaton in Hungary
and Marseille have been confirmed, while Italy
(Alba Adriatica and Lignano Sabbiadoro) and the
Netherlands (North Sea Beach Rugby) will stop
organizing their tournament due to the
restrictions in place there by governments
and/or rugby unions. For all info on the
tournaments going ahead see their websites or
social media and also check carefully the rules in
force regarding corona.
“For us, this is certainly a difficult moment – said
Kasper Bleijenberg, EBRA President – but we face
it with the usual determination and the desire to
look to the future with great proactivity.

FOR THE SECOND CONSECUTIVE
SEASON, THE EUROPEAN EBRA
SERIES WILL STOP DUE TO THE
COVID VIRUS
With 2022 we hope to return to full capacity and
thus give all the teams the opportunity to
compete on the most beautiful beaches in Europe
“. Despite the covid crisis in the world, we as an
organization have never stopped working and are
fully engaged in further expanding our circuit by,
among other things, the joining of other countries.
There will be an update about this soon.
We as an organization are already excited about
this. Furthermore Porto has asked to host the
finals of the EBRA series 2023 through its
Federation. A very important signal for us as an
organization and the start of collaborations that
further promotes our sport. “We are expanding –
concludes President Bleijenberg – the goal is to
build more and more competitive, professional
and exciting series. starting from 2022 “.
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“EUROPEAN BEACH RUGBY
ASSOCIATION” AND “SPORTS
DEVELOPMENT: BEACH AND
SNOW RUGBY” PLAN THE
FUTURE
COLLABORATION BETWEEN E.B.R.A. and S.D.B.S.R.
The agreement signed between the 2 European beach and snow rugby organizers is a historic agreement. After 3 years of
gazing, the official meeting took place between the two CEOs, the Dutch Kasper Bleijenberg and the Russian Ilya Volodarskiy.
E.B.R.A. was the first international organization to conceive a European beach rugby circuit for clubs and to be present in
Portugal, Spain, France, Holland, Italy, Hungary.
S.D.B.S.R. for 3 years he has been organizing the European Cup of Beach and Snow Rugby for Nations in Moscow with the
support of the Russian Rugby Federation and Rugby Europe. For 2021, the project will expand to 2 legs in Moldova (Chisinau
on 12 and 13 June) and in Latvia (Jurmala on 4 and 5 July). The final in Moscow will be played on 11 and 12 September.
“We are very happy that this agreement has been signed – declares the President Ebra Kasper Bleijenberg – to increase the
quality of European beach rugby and to expand the partnerships of the beach rugby circuit for clubs to the east”.
“Ebra has a prestige in Europe for the quality of the organized circuit – said the CEO of SDBSR Ilya Volodarskiy – and I am
convinced that the collaboration will bring benefits to both organizations.”
Will the signed agreement create collaboration to create legs of the beach rugby circuit for Nations in Western Europe and
stages of the European circuit for clubs in Eastern Europe?
“We are open to collaborations with competent and experienced organizers who enjoy the official support of the Union of
their country – replies Ilya Volodarskiy – I was able to talk to Kasper Bleijenberg and Giancarlo Stocco (organizer of the event in
Lignano) and we found a shared line to follow ”.
“Expanding the EBRA SERIES to Eastern European organizations is definitely an advantage for all teams and organizations
that want to compete on an international level – replies Kasper Bleijenberg – and there will certainly be new opportunities”.
Europe is under COVID-19 emergency. What events can be held?
“The RUGBY EUROPE BEACH TOUR 2021 for national teams will take place only in Jurmala (Latvia) and Moscow (Russia).
Moldova currently has very serious problems with COVID-19 – replies Ilya Volodarskiy – No other manifestations are confirmed
in Europe ”.
“Next Saturday the members of the EBRA will meet in the General Assembly to decide the summer of 2021 – replies Kasper
Bleijenberg – We will evaluate the European situation.”
The dawn of a new strong and consolidated European beach rugby collaboration is born. The evaluation of snow rugby will be
the second step. It seems that only COVID-19 can currently slow the development of the ambitious project.
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Belli Dentro are the Italian
champions. Then the covid
stopped everything. Here are
the words of coach Cesare
Venturoli after winning the
Italian title
Valerio: Champions at last, what does it feel like?
Cesare: To be honest, I don't think I really realized it yet.
What I can say is that, unlike the other years, when
when the beach ended we were all submerged by an
infinite magone, this time I am "simply" happy, it is really
a great satisfaction and a source of great pride, we
started from far away and we have worked (and
worked) hard to get to this title. I hope this feeling lasts
a long time.
V: How and when are Belli Dentro born?
C: The Belli Dentro were born in 2010, as an expression
of the Lazio youth teams, to play seven. Actually this is
the official version (laughs, ed). The truth is that the very
first Belli Inside were made up of boys who could not
find space among the ranks of the Bad, who at the time
dominated everywhere both on the sand and at seven.
A group led by the legendary Lorenzo Torda * therefore
decided to form the team, without big pretensions and
with a goliardic approach, as can also be guessed from
the name. I made my debut the following year, the year
in which we made the first beaches and in which we
realized that maybe seven was not our sport. Then in
2012 we stopped and in the summer of 2013 we picked
up everything again by participating in our first master,
right in Alba Adriatica. Let's say it was the beginning of
the "project" that brought us to where we are today.
V: Also this year you managed to field three teams in
one stage: Belli Dentro, Belli de Notte and Belli de Zia.
When BD was born, did you think you would get to this
point?
C: The first years we had to chase people until the day
before the stages to be able to play, today we have set
up such a movement, even and above all off the pitch,
that we cannot afford not to bring two or even three
teams. In the early days, the organization was that of
beginners, today we take care of those who play, those
who come to see us, gadgets, post-stage entertainment
and so on. Clearly it's a gigantic job but I'm in good
company, we have put together a team also from an
organizational point of view that works really well.
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V: Was there ever a moment when you thought about
giving up everything?
C: There has been more than one occasion when things
did not go as we hoped and I wondered who made me
do it. But the satisfactions, if you work well and are
patient, arrive. I'm not just talking about last Saturday's
championship but a whole series of small and big
successes as a team and as a group that have paid off
for their efforts. On balance it is easy to talk, it is clear,
but given how it turned out it was absolutely worth it.
V: Historically, the Italian beach champions such as
Maccarese, Padova, the Pessimi and the Crazy Crabs,
after the success at home, participated in the European
beachrugby championship. What do you think of the
European EBRA circuit? Are you thinking about next
season?
C: The European circuit has always fascinated me, they
practice a beach that is different from ours in terms of
level and intensity, more physical but perhaps a little
less "tactical", and I think it is no coincidence that the
Italian teams have always done well. It is a reality with
which I would like to measure myself, without a doubt. I
don't know when yet, but we'll start thinking about it
next season. Now let's enjoy our moment.
(* former Lazio player and now globetrotting chef)
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HERE IS THE INTERVIEW
WITH THE FORMER CAPTAIN
OF THE OVAL BEACH
MARSEILLE TEAM,
GUILLAUME BARTHOUX
When did you start playing Beach Rugby Five and who
is the person who introduced you to this discipline
with which team?
My first season of Beach Rugby was in 2009 or 2010 I don't
know anymore, in fact I'm old ... it was Lionel and Antoine
with Ovale Beach who introduced me to this discipline and I
taught them to play it!
What is your vision for the future of Beach Rugby Five
to be faced in France in Europe or even in the world?
This sport is so fun and spectacular that many good things
can be imagined for the future. If the federation were
involved, it would already be of great help.
What is your best memory?
There are many, but this feeling of the work done after the
first victory in Lignano. We spent a lot of time on the pitch
celebrating this title, it was really nice.
What has been the hardest part for you during all
these editions of the EBRA Beach Rugby Five series?
In real life, okay, we get by. But one year, I ended up with
straps from head to toe. This I suffered, yes
In this period, how are you preparing with your
teammates for the possible European tour and
especially for the edition of South Beach Rugby Five
Marseille which is celebrating its 20th anniversary?
Well, I hope the others have prepared particularly well! I
hope I can lend a hand if necessary as in the last editionWhat is your favorite team that you have played
with?
We are too strong!
As an experienced player, what are the future plans
for your team Oval Beach Marseille?
As long as the Smucers are in a good mood, they will win
many titles!
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THE SITUATION OF THE
EUROPEAN BEACH RUGBY
WITH THE EBRA PRESIDENT,
KASPER BLEIJENBERG
No winners in 2020 and 2021, but opportunities for
the future!

COVID-19 has caused a lot of misery and the
cancellation of the EBRA Series is of course
secondary to this. In that respect, there are no winners.
Both socially and sportwise. Sports have almost come to
a standstill because of the pandemic. Training sessions
and competitions were almost impossible due to the
many restrictions imposed by governments and sports
federations.
And yet sports form an important basis for a healthy life,
both physically and mentally.
It makes you feel fitter every day and allows you to enjoy
life more.
The negative effects dominate of course, but there are
also positive effects. For example, there is more
solidarity among people and they appreciate what they
have more.
We cannot deny that the pandemic has also had
consequences for the EBRA. For two years there has not
been a winner of the EBRA Series But as chairman I do
not want to talk about this for too long. It is
understandable that there is a lot of talk about the
COVID-19 virus and all its negative consequences. But it
should not get the prevail and become an obstacle to
new ideas and
initiatives.
And right now as EBRA we are focusing on new
opportunities that will give our sport a big boost.
Beach Fives Rugby - a popular sport

Beach Fives Rugby is a fast form of rugby. A contact
sport where stamina, tactics and ball handling skills
form the basis of a spectacle for players and spectators
alike. As a result, Beach Fives Rugby wins more and
more in popularity.
I do not believe that the sport has suffered too much
from the COVID-19 troubles. And despite the fact that
the EBRA Series did not continue, local tournaments
were and are being organised by our organisers
whenever possible.
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In addition, the EBRA Series have existed for a long time
with a large group of enthusiastic players. But besides
players also officials and of course all volunteers who
help to make every event a
success. Their involvement ensures that the EBRA Series
will be successful again after the
pandemic.
Working together

The EBRA has taken the opportunity of the past period
to work more closely together. And not only with our
own members, but also to look beyond our own
organisation.We are proud of the
cooperation between the EBRA and Sport
Developmant Beach and Snow Rugby (SDBRS)
based in Moscow. Together we can further promote and
develop Beach and Snow Rugby.
SDBSR with CEO Ilya Volodarsky, who has a lot of
experience in organising major beach sports events, is a
company established by the Russian Rugby Union
(RUR). RUR organises the
European Championships for national teams for which
they have concluded a licensing agreement with Rugby
Europe. EBRA is best known for the European Circuit for
clubs/teams and an umbrella organisation for
organisers of rugby fives events.
The EBRA fully supports the organization of the
European Championships for national teams and hopes
that in combination with the EBRA series and the
additional events organized by SDBSR in Russia for the
EBRA Series, there will be an attractive offer of Beach
and Snow Rugby for teams, players but also interested
parties who want to experience these fast and
spectacular forms of rugby.
Even more opportunities to play rugby

Besides cooperation, the EBRA has also been busy
recently expanding the series. This year Moscow and
Curacao have been added. Beautiful and attractive
locations that guarantee a great event. And we will not
leave it at that. Further expansions are currently being
discussed. We will come back to this at a later stage. We
are also working hard to make the sport more
professional. And not only in the organisation but also,
for example, in the field of referees and officials.
My hope

Although I keep both feet firmly on the ground and see
the further development of the EBRA as my first priority,
I also have a dream. As chairman, I hope that in the
future our sport will eventually gain Olympic status. But
to get there is a long road. A road that will not always be
easy. But I believe that we are on the right track to
achieve this. A track that benefits the EBRA but also the
sport. and of course in the end all the players and
spectators.
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